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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential circuital cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP§ 2172.01. 

Claim 1 

The phrase "the switching element bridging a switching contact of the main 
switch" is not clear. From the claim phraseology, it is assumed that the switching 
element is connected to the first switching contact of the main switch since this provides 
the only possible path between the power supply and the load. The path would be from 
the power supply to the mains switch through the switching contact through the 
switching element through the control terminal and to the load. However, the claim also 
recites that the "control voltage" is applied to the "control terminal". It does not seem 
logical that the only path between the power supply and the load is from the Main switch 
through the switching element and through the control terminal to the load, since the 
control terminal is used to turn off the load when opening the switching element via the 
control voltage. 

Appropriate correction and clarification is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kohda 
(6,420,906). 

In order to expedite and avoid piecemeal prosecution, the following rejection is 
made to the extent that the claims are understood, by considering those elements which 
are understood and interpreting their function in a manner which is consistent with the 
recited goals of the claims, and then applying the best available art. 

In figure 2, (C5, L57)-(C7, LI 3), Kohda discloses a circuit arrangement having a 
power supply unit 1 1 , a main switch 1 3, a switching element 1 5 bridging a switching 
contact S of main switch 13, where switching element has a control terminal G which 
receives a control voltage, where switching element 15 can turn the load off or upon 
depending upon the voltage depending upon the voltage from the comparator 16. 

5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Takagi 
(6,650,552). 

In order to expedite and avoid piecemeal prosecution, the following rejection is 
made to the extent that the claims are understood, by considering those elements which 
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are understood and interpreting their function in a manner which is consistent with the 
recited goals of the claims, and then applying the best available art. 

In figure 17, (C3, L37) - (C5, L38) Takagi discloses a circuit arrangement having 
a power supply 302, a main switch 309, and a switching element 310 with a control 
terminal Vgs310 coupled to a terminal of main switching element 310, where switching 
element 31 0 is coupled to load 306 and can switch load 306 off based upon voltage 
received from control circuit 332. 

6. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wesling 
(4,381,479). 

In order to expedite and avoid piecemeal prosecution, the following rejection is 
made to the extent that the claims are understood, by considering those elements which 

are understood and interpreting their function in a manner which is consistent with the 
recited goals of the claims, and then applying the best available art. 

In figure 12, (C8, LI 4) - (C8, LI 4), Wesling discloses a circuit arrangement 
consisting of a main power supply, a main switch T1 , a switching element T2 which is 
connected to a terminal of main switch T1. Switching element T2 receives a control 
voltage from conduction control apparatus 15 and can turn load 12 off when the correct 
control voltage is applied to switching element T2. 

7. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Prines 
(4,257,092). 
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In order to expedite and avoid piecemeal prosecution, the following rejection is 
made to the extent that the claims are understood, by considering those elements which 
are understood and interpreting their function in a manner which is consistent with the 
recited goals of the claims, and then applying the best available art. 

In figure 11, (C2, L30) - (C3, L7), Prines discloses a circuit arrangement 
consisting of a main power supply 10, a main switch 14, a switching element 30 which Is 
connected to a terminal of main switch 14. Switching element 30 receives a control 
voltage from conduction control apparatus 15 and can turn load 12 off when the correct 
control voltage is applied to switching element 15. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert W. Paladini whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3748. The examiner can normally be reached from 7:00 AM to 3 PM on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday or Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Jared Fureman can be reached on 571-272-2391 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571- 
273-8300. 



/Albert W Paladini/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836 
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